
Pathfinder and Playfair
Sponsored by Custom Group Industries

Homeport: Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Sparred Length: 72’ 
Beam: 15’3”

Built in 1963 and 1973, the twin brigantines sail more than 
4,000 miles each year. Owned and operated by Toronto Brig-
antine, Inc., the ships were designed specifically for youth 
sail training. Aside from the captain, the crew and trainees 
on Pathfinder and Playfair include no adults. Since 1964 more 
than 15,000 youth have lived and worked aboard the brigan-
tines. 

www.tallshipadventures.on.ca

Main Stage Sponsor

Sponsored by Labatt

This sponsorship makes it possible to pay for sound sys-
tems, electric, lighting, and entertainment at the venue.

Kids’ Corner Sponsor

Sponsored by Scott Enterprises/
Splash Lagoon

This sponsorship makes it possible to create a fun, safe, 
“kid-friendly” environment at the Tall Ships Erie event.

Hirt Auditorium Sponsor

Sponsored by Lord Corporation

This sponsorship makes programming possible in the Hirt Auditorium throughout the Tall Ships 
Erie weekend, including funding to pay for the showing of various films and artists.



VIP Area Sponsor

$6,000 sponsorship (cash only) OR
$3,000 sponsorship + food donation & staffing

• This sponsorship makes it possible to create a VIP area in support of the events sponsors and 
premium VIP ticket sales.

• Sponsor receives:
    o Right to use “official Tall Ships Erie sponsor” in all company advertising
    o Ad space at the site (XYZ company banner)
    o 30 VIP tickets + up to 30 “volunteers” with access to VIP area
    o Recognition on TallShipsErie web site
    o Listed by name on volunteer t-shirts
    o Listed by name in program
    o Listed with advertising for entertainment at this venue (where we have control)

• Responsibility of the sponsor to provide catering services for the VIP area and staff the 
        area during the event. (Manage the entrance to the VIP area, setup, cleanup, maintain
        the overall area from 3pm Friday to 6pm Sunday).
    o Menu must be approved by Tall Ships Erie Committee (finger foods are expected).

Green Village Sponsor

$5,000 sponsorship (cash only) OR
$2,000 sponsorship + food donation & staffing

• This sponsorship makes it possible to create a fun, educational environmental area at the Tall 
Ships Erie event focused on fresh water preservation and other “green” initiatives.

• Sponsor receives:
    o Right to use “official Tall Ships Erie sponsor” in all company advertising
    o Ad space at the site (XYZ company banner)
    o 10 one-day event tickets + up to 30 “volunteers” with access to Tall
        Ships Erie
    o Recognition on TallShipsErie web site
    o Listed by name on volunteer t-shirts
    o Listed by name in program
    o Listed with advertising for entertainment at this venue (where we
        have control)
    o ABC activity in the XYZ Company Green Village 

• Responsibility of the sponsor to build the program/activities and staff the area during the 
    event (including set up, cleanup, and overall maintenance of the area). (Program/activity 
    must be approved by the Tall Ships Erie Committee)
• May partner with other non-profit organizations for programming.



Passport Sponsor

Sponsored by Haines Printing

This sponsorship makes it possible to partially pay for 
the printing of the souvenir passports which are used 
for tickets to the event.

Erie Maritime Museum Stage Sponsor

$4,000 sponsorship (cash only) 

• This sponsorship makes it possible to pay for sound systems, electric, lighting, and 
    entertainment at the venue.

• Sponsor receives: 
    o Right to use “official Tall Ships Erie
        sponsor” in all company advertising
    o Ad space at the site (XYZ company
        banner)
    o 10 one-day event tickets
    o Recognition on TallShipsErie web site
    o Listed by name on volunteer t-shirts
    o Listed by name in program
    o Listed with advertising for 
        entertainment at this venue (where
        we have control)
        • Band x at the XYZ Erie Maritime
             Museum Stage



Crew Party Sponsor

$3,000 sponsorship (cash) OR
$1,500 sponsorship + food donation & staffing

• This sponsorship makes it possible to recognize the hard working ships crews to Erie.  The 
    sponsor will be hosting, feeding, and providing the entertainment for the crews of all of the
    ships attending Tall Ships Erie as a capstone event to end the Great Lakes Sailing Season.  
    (Entertainment provided by Tall Ships Erie).

• Sponsor receives:
    o Right to use “official Tall Ships Erie sponsor”
	 	 in all company advertising
   o Ad space at the site (XYZ company banner
	 	 during crew party
    o 10 VIP tickets + up to 30 “volunteers” with
	 	 access to the ultra-exclusive “crew only”
	 	 private party on Thursday evening.
    o Recognition on TallShipsErie web site
    o Listed by name on volunteer t-shirts
    o Special “thank you” from the ships crews in
	 	 the program 
    o Responsibility of the sponsor to provide
	 catering services for the crew party area and staff the area during the event.  (Manage the
	 entrance to the crew party, setup, cleanup, maintain the overall area from 7pm to 11pm
	 Thursday night).  
    o Menu must be approved by the Tall Ships Erie committee (substantial meal expected to
	 welcome the ship crews to the port of Erie).

Erie Maritime Museum Sponsor

Sponsored by the Jefferson 
Education Society

This sponsorship provides free access to the Erie 
Maritime Museum to all Tall Ships Erie ticket 
holders and museum programming during the 
event.



Niagara Education Fund Contributor

$1,000, $750, $500, $250 levels

• The Niagara Education Fund will be kicked off at the Tall Ships Erie event and promoted
    throughout the event. The fund will be used to provide educational opportunities to local 
    Erie youths through the Erie Maritime Museum and the Flagship Niagara.
• Donors receive:
    o Name listed by contribution level at several locations throughout the Tall Ships Erie footprint
    o Name listed by contribution level in the event program

Current contributors include*:

The Erie Yacht Club Foundation -- lead gift
National Fuel Gas, Duskas Funeral Home, Hallman Chevorlet

Overview:

The Flagship Niagara Education Fund will be kicked off at Tall Ships Erie event in September with 
a lead gift from the Erie Yacht Club Foundation.  

Purpose:

The purpose of the Flagship Niagara Education Fund is to build a cash reserve that can be used 
for all manner of educational opportunities related to the Flagship Niagara and the Erie Maritime 
Museum.  Some examples of uses of the fund include:
    • Need or merit based scholarships for students to live-aboard the Niagara and participate in
        personally transformational sail training programs.
    • Defray the cost of day sail opportunities for Erie’s youth.
    • Defray the cost of youth tour groups at the Erie Maritime Museum
    • Construction and/or revision to educational curriculum programs that are certified for use in
        local elementary, middle, and high schools.
    •Development of new educational programs made available through the Erie Maritime Museum
        or on board the Flagship Niagara.
    • Special uses related to educational opportunities (transportation costs, special needs access,
        special educational programs developed with other education-based non-profits, etc.)

Implementation:

The Flagship Niagara Education Fund will be administered by a five member board which will 
meet quarterly and at additional special meetings as needed to determine distribution of funds.

The board will made up of the following:
    • Captain Walter Rybka – representing the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission.
    • Bill Sutton – Executive Director of the Flagship Niagara League
    • A member of the Flagship Niagara League’s Education Committee as elected by the 
        committee.
    • Two members selected by the donor organizations through a vote of the donors.

*As of 6/17/10




